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IN REPLY REFER TO

FLe No. "8 (code for 24)

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AERICAIT CONSULATE
Lagos, Migeria
June 267 1¢42

Darling, L- ‘156? r 7/‘1—

Mr. Jester is leaving tomorrow morning for the good old .8,
and has kindly agreed to talte this letter with him. He does not ¥
know whether he will be changing plsnes in VMismi or not, or even
whether tFE" will come 1n there. 4is wsual, T am urging hin to
gee you if posoi)ge, and T hope jou w111 do evervthi e in vour
power to help him ouf while 1o 48 75 A s O TS B A S T R v O o ———
We certalnly are sorry to ses Lim go. He hesg-veen-an- exteenely
fine person to work \itb, and has never Tailed to be kind and
thoughtful in his relatiomns with other people, and we have never
had @ single unpleasant incident all the time he has been here.

I really belleve that, after all this time of wanting
to o home, he is a little sorry to leave after all. T can well
understand it. He haes bullt up this office frem a little one
horse affair into a fairly large organization, at least for this
part of the world. "hen we arrived here, there was only one
Vice Consul to represent the American Government, outside himself.
After two and a half years, we now have two vice consuls, 2 consul
general, = "special assistant" (hush-hush), an officer of the
Lrmy Ferr"lnﬁ Command and =2 Neval Liaison officer. Space hes
become yuite a pressing problem. It is pessible that the size
of the staff will increase gtill further. I don't wmean t: imply
that this is all due to Lr. Jester's efforts; the war did heve a
little to do with it. But he has consistantly called the atten-
tion of the Department of State to the 1Lcea51t" for huilding
- up our representgfstion here in view of the increasing importance
of this area. If our government isn't .informed about the Vest
Coast of Africs, it lecn't his fault., At the same time he has been
a power in the community. Ie may not always have been popular
with the stuffed shirt group, who are ur¢ortunﬂtclv nurierdbus here,
and he has often punctured their baloons and deflated their
pomposity But the people who are =incere in getting on Wwith the
war have alwafs been able to count on his assistance, up to the
limit of the modest power conferred upon Consuls. He will be
greatly missed. e will miss hinm esnecially in the office because
we have always been able to rely upon him to tell us exactly who
to see about any ziven probkdm., Fe must knov virtually every
one who 1is anyone in Lagos. I am re-1ly sorry to see him zo.

I em sure th t he will be able to help your passport
case,in Washington, and of course I have gpoken to him about it,
I thinik it would be & fine idea if vou would write to him if he
steys in Washington and keep him up to date on the steps which
vou are taking., He will then second your efforts in VWashington,

.
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I had fully expected to have letters ready to send with thls letter
for you to present to the passort agent in Wismi and send to Vrs.
iShipley in Washington. Due tothe present of a visitor here Tor twe
evenings in a row, it has been impossible to get them finished - unless
isomething-happens to hold him over for one day. However, I will get
them ready for the next 'pouch. We will probs le'send our pouches out
every Saturday from now on, although T think Monday would be better,
to #zive us all a chence to write letters over the week end. Yow that
no more Clippersare coming to Lagos, we have to have our meil go
woverlandgto Fish Lake. That rmeans chenging plenss at Accra and at
Fish.Lake) and that, I fear, is going to result in some delay.

If our exverience ln the past is like that in the future, we can
count .on lesing lots of time in Accra, where. they are nOtOTlOHS for
“kicking the mall around for days bafcre anyone ever zetsaround to
puttin# it on a plang. ‘I reeceived a letter Trom Keera ' today which
was exactly one week old, vhlch is too much for a flisht of an hour
and a half. Fe Ly aald

R L i O?I‘Ij"**we"vm}d—getw&nr melial]l from the—%-—#:as, Two. u,luu 1,
WOrry too uch about. the . westbound meil; beiag Ciplomatic; tt-whlli—— -
prob=bly get throush in the end. . It is now over Tive weeks since we
have received any regular «ir meil, and T for one am pretty sick
OT 1ls If it hadn'l Lesfifor the letter Japt. Bledsoe brought over,
I would now have been without news of you May27th, and even that didn't
come through the open mail, The rumor has been. qpreaa around that
two sacks for Lagos were off-loaded by the censors &t Trinidad, but
that may be ascribable to the T.3. Arny just as EEBllV. That is
anpther thing Mpr, Jester mav be able to check up on when he arrives
in the States and on his way. I still don't know whether Tanie was
a June bride or not, and that of fends all my brotherly instincts.
If nothing else offers, try a letter throush the Department, although
Heaven knows that “oucn mail comes slowly; but at least it comes.

Transcribed next page

FoOCnEess graCLOus, L have gone sll this way without saving
that T am still mad about you, that I long for vou ﬂ*ﬂhtﬁ and day,
and thet life without vou 1su’t worth bottaring about. Well, it's
Just as true as the last time I wrote it. I guess you don't get tired
of hearing it; I hope not anyway; I never do. Perhaps you're a bhetter
writer than I3 because I seems to me your letters are always so re-
freshing, d when you.say vou love me, there's.a new turn af, ex-
pression wh \fh%ggggkeneountered befo e._ Oh if T .could o 1v tell
you ali?*% ngid Jjust VQiting for vou'to give it Pwhre%sion.
Somettmes I t & rather grim fea inr thinklng nhput us. T zet
teeth in Gé%g%ﬁin&tibh thats WLl riot Bive véruwy to ahy tithe ogh“
anybody, never never. never» Itsls a for™t of defiapce d?drﬂﬁt all the
powers of ‘distansetiiat hold usvapars,. &s»if a s&a%Wanwthe Tace of
the. . *& Ti R ht him roye qute el so despegratesat
1y : ncﬁglé*ss e%&“&g‘ﬂ’ %ﬂéﬁ‘nwa’bie .ﬁe webhi Ntﬁg‘ﬁsﬁ
Well we, are sboutito enter the second round of the f£ight The first
was tnq legag battle, which T hope iﬂkHOW«QVET. The secomd wildhhe. .
pasgport, angd, the thlldtﬁﬁﬁhSPQrtatlanx oIf we lose ‘the seeond, or third,
we will hav e ‘a-fourth next yeagr, when.I i_duc for*teaye, I‘w1ll RS
pull every strinz I havé (nok. T980Y) . dn - ogdeﬁxta &e¥ horiem and phen I
would llxe to see anybody keep us apart! If on Y 5% WBénﬁt sﬁ‘ldhg,
and my love of you 'se gteat,uwﬂ&aﬂahling, do lcve me, . I W uldn't
want to live if T couldn't look.forward to wour'life- togethe . Phes
thought of us is with me alwavs.”1t43 hhgqme\nart ot e . f?ﬁﬂf
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Transcription beginning last paragraph page 2

Goodness gracious, I have gone all this way without saying that I am still mad about you,
that I long for you might and day, and that life without you isn't worth bothering about. Well, it's
just as true as the last time [ wrote it. I guess you don't get tired of hearing it; I hope not anyway; I
never do. Perhaps you're a better writer than I, because I seems to me your letters are always so
refreshing, and when you say you love me, there's a new turn of expression what I hadn't
encountered before. Oh, if | could only tell you all that is inside me, just waiting for you to give it
expression. Sometimes I get a rather grim feeling, thinking about us. I set my teeth in
determination that I will not give you up, to anything or anybody, never never. It is a form of
defiance against all the powers of distance that hold us apart, as if a slap on the face of the God of
Time might make him move faster. I feel so desperate at my helplessness, not being able to do
anything toward uniting us. Well, we are about the enter the second round of the fight. The first
was the legal battle, which I hope is now over. The second will be passport, and the third
transportation. If we lose the second or third, we will have a fourth next year, when I am due for
leave. I will pull every string I have (not many) in order to get home, and then I would like to see
anybody keep us apart! If only it wasn't so long, and my love of you so great. My darling, do love
me. [ wouldn't want to live if I couldn't look forward to our life together The thought of us is with
me always: it's become part of me.

- William

Sweetheart, if you haven't already, please remember to send me some 3¢ stamps. Also, did
you ever find anyone to carry the fountain pen and bathing trunks? I'm very sorry to bother you
about them again, as I know you will do your best.

I'm glad you like the little bowls. They are typical Northern Nigerian work. We use them
for the ash tray. I have some other little items for you when I can send them off.

Much, much love, my dearest darling.

WK
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